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These marking guidelines are prepared for use by examiners and sub-examiners, 
all of whom are required to attend a standardisation meeting to ensure that the 
guidelines are consistently interpreted and applied in the marking of candidates' 
scripts. 
 
The IEB will not enter into any discussions or correspondence about any marking 
guidelines. It is acknowledged that there may be different views about some 
matters of emphasis or detail in the guidelines. It is also recognised that, 
without the benefit of attendance at a standardisation meeting, there may be 
different interpretations of the application of the marking guidelines. 
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    [Source: James Thomas Long Photography] 
 
The following is a guide for marking the extended writing. 
 

Criteria Maximum marks Learner's mark 
Introduction: introduces topic, sets out main ideas in a 
logical sequence 5  

Originality: the presentation is original; ideas and 
opinions expressed are one's own 15  

Language usage: spelling, grammar, tenses, etc. 5  
Conclusion: sums up the main ideas 5  
Total 30  

 
 [    ] 
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 Once a king gave orders to his police force, "The queen's precious necklace got 

stolen. Go and find the rogue." The police looked high and low but could not find 
anything. In the end the king himself went to look for the crook. The king invited 
all the workers. A great variety of dishes were prepared. Some were eating and 
some were drinking. All were very pleased. 

 
 
 
 Diwali is also known as the Festival of Lights. Diwali is an important festival of the 

Hindus. It is a five-day-long festival that starts on Dhanteras and ends on Bhai-dooj. 
It is held on the fifteenth day of Kartik month. People clean their houses before 
Diwali. They wear new clothes on this day. That evening people illuminate their 
houses with rows of small earthen lamps. In big towns people illuminate their 
houses with electric bulbs instead of earthen lamps. 
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