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SECTION A  DISCURSIVE ESSAY 
 

Answer ANY ONE question from this section. 
 

A discursive essay showing evidence of analysis, interpretations, explanation and argument is 

required. It should be approximately 800 – 900 words in length.  
 

THEME  INDEPENDENT AFRICA 
 

QUESTION 1 
 

'Some historians argue that the social, economic and political challenges faced by the Congo after 

independence were caused by Mobutu Sese Seko.' 
 

Assess the validity of the above statement with reference to the role played by Mobutu Sese Seko. 
 

Candidates may analyse and assess whether the Congo's economic and political challenges 

were a result of either Mobutu's leadership/governance and/or other contributory factors.  
 

It should be noted that candidates can explore all answers/arguments. 
 

Context: 

 Belgian reluctance to grant independence 

 Uprisings in the 1950s, people of Congo discontent  

 Brussels Conference, January 1960 

 Congo independent in 1960 

 Congo not prepared for independence 
 

Role played by Mobutu: 

 Overthrow of Lumumba with support of USA 

 Mobutu created one-party state 

 Corruption – mismanagement of resources/aid/funding 

 Lives of people not improved 

 Involved in wars – Cold War proxy – Congo/Zaire a CIA staging post for intervention in other 

African states 
 

Other factors: 
 

International interference:   

 Belgium still interferes in Congo; politically, and 

 Economically through control of resources by Belgian/foreign companies –  

– no wealth distributed 

– economic control still in hands of foreigners 

– continued exploitation of the people  

 Belgium and USA fund secessionist movement in Katanga 

– Congo unable to transform into stable state 

– Ethnic tensions amongst Congolese entrench foreign influence 

– Civil war in south economically devastating to already weakened state 
 

Colonial legacy: 

 Belgian exploitation of resource – no wealth invested 

 Western exploitation of resources continued – Cold War conflicts 

 No trained people to fill positions in government – Belgian control, no political transformation 

or stability 

 Very few graduates – no economic or political growth 
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Economic and Political instability after 1960s: 

 No infrastructure 

 Poor education – lack of graduates  

 No governance experience 

 From 1960, Congo/Zaire trying to make good the shortfall 

 Ethnic divisions deepened 

   [70] 

 

OR 

 

THEME  CIVIL SOCIETY PROTESTS 1950s TO 1970s 

 

QUESTION 2 

 

'King's commitment to non-violent tactics hindered the progress of civil rights.' 

 

Assess the validity of the above statement with reference to the role played by Martin Luther King 

Jnr in the Civil Rights Movement up to his death in 1968. 

 

Candidates should assess the significance of what Martin Luther King Jnr contributed to the 

Civil Rights Movement and whether there was reason for him to be either celebrated and/or 

criticised. 

 

Context: (briefly) 

 Southern States: racist attitudes  

 Jim Crow Laws/Black Codes  

 Segregation still present in everyday life: buildings, restaurants, libraries 

 African-Americans denied access to education/voting rights/public amenities 

 Inequality rampant 

 Need to highlight inequality – KKK activity – acts of violence  

 Number of organisations founded to raise awareness and challenge laws (SCLC, CORE, 

NAACP) 

 

Criticisms: 

 By Malcolm X & SNCC/Black Power because – too slow, Jim Crow Laws still in place,  

– the rise of violent tactics/movements is evidence that non-violent methods were slow and 

may have hindered progress of civil rights 

– achievements minimal in North want socio-economic change 

– peaceful protest not working 

– relationship with white supporters – did not change attitudes 

– federal government unpopular with Malcolm X and Black Panther Party 

 By blacks in the North because – too slow, achievements minimal in the North, peaceful protest 

not working – so criticised 

 Generally because –  

– aims; wrong in North,  

– alienated Johnson,  

– wanted economic reforms when government busy – Vietnam – so criticised 

 Private life –  

– affairs, family neglected/placed in danger,  

– Communist friends – so criticised as a supporter  
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Successes: 

 Southerners – benefit from his work, grateful  

 Many areas desegregated and legislation won granting more equality and vote – so mourned  

 Aims and personality – inspirational, courageous, religious, peaceful tactics, speeches – all 

qualities won mass support and therefore legislation 

 Responsible for growing/gaining support of civil rights movement via SCL 

 Organisation of protests/marches: Selma, Birmingham, Washington 

 Achieved more than any other individual leader 

– Driving force responsible for uniting and moving forward movement 

 Determined/brave because – still campaigning at his death,  

– Shifted his aims to focus on practical issues – housing in the North 

– Still focused on equality and integration popular with many black citizens  

 

    [70] 

 

OR 
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THEME  CIVIL RESISTANCE IN SOUTH AFRICA 1970s AND 1980s 
 

QUESTION 3 
 

'The introduction of Afrikaans as a medium of instruction in black schools was the only reason that 

led to the Soweto Uprising of 1976.' 
 

Assess the validity of the above statement with reference to the causes of the Soweto Uprising of 

1976. 
 

Candidates should assess whether Afrikaans was the only cause or whether other factors 

contributed to the Soweto Uprising. 
 

Context: (briefly) 

 Policy of apartheid 

 Conditions in the townships 

 Daily lives of black South Africans 
 

Assessment: 

 Economic situation 

– Increase in black urbanisation 

– Housing shortages 

– Lack of township services 

– Township crime rate 

 Leadership crisis 

– Since 1960s many leaders in prison or banned/exiled or under house arrest 

– 'leadership vacuum' – people look to communities for leadership 

 Apartheid 

– Policy of Apartheid still oppressing the people 

– Laws continually reinforced 

– Protest about conditions/services, etc. harshly dealt with 

 Bantu Education 

– Implemented in 1953 

– Inferior education: focussed on 'trades' 

– Poor results owing to under-qualified teachers 

– High dropout rates 

 Role of Black Consciousness 

– Students join organisations to voice their anger 

– Educational and political matters discussed in these organisations 

– BCM organisations provide leadership and inspiration of SRCs 

 Decolonisation 

– Liberation movements wage warfare against colonial powers – many independent nations in 

1960s/1970s: shows success of sustained civil action 

– 1975: Angola and Mozambique gained independence from Portugal – foremost in black 

South African minds 

– Support for movements and protests within South Africa by newly independent African 

nations 

 Issue of Afrikaans 

– 1976: Department of Bantu Affairs decides to enforce the 50-50 mix of English and 

Afrikaans as a medium of instruction 

– Spark that started the uprising 

  [70] 
 

70 marks 
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SECTION B  EXTENDED WRITING 
 

Answer ANY ONE question from this section. 
 

Extended writing should be approximately 350 – 400 words in length. You should use your own 

knowledge and you may also refer to the stimulus to answer the questions. 
 

THEME  INDEPENDENT AFRICA 
 

QUESTION 4 
 

Explain the economic and political challenges Tanzania faced after uhuru by answering the 

following questions: 
 

(a) What economic and political reforms did Nyerere introduce in Tanzania in the 1960s? 
 

 Unified nation – no tribal divisions – common identity as Tanzanians  

 Egalitarian society 

 Self-sufficient economy/economic development 

 Fair society 

 Strong accountable leadership 

 Nationalisation of companies – increase self-reliance 

 African Socialism – Arusha Declaration: Leadership Code/no foreign aid/education/ 

Workers' Councils 

 Africanisation: Break free of European ideas/Swahili national language/academic 

works/name changes/tradition emphasised/arts celebrated 
 

(b) Why did Nyerere introduce his economic and political reforms in Tanzania after uhuru? 
 

 Nyerere's concerns about Tanzania:  

– Social: unequal/divided (tribalism) – no unity 

– Economic: economy weak/dependent on foreign aid 

– Political: underdeveloped/corruption 
   

 Nyerere wanted:  

– equality/unity  

– self-sufficiency/economic control 

– fair society/good leadership 
 

 Lessen the impact of the colonial legacy 
 

(c) How successful were Julius Nyerere's economic and political reforms? 
 

 resistance/little planning/no buy-in/lack of preparation 

 exports drop/economic collapse  

 African Socialism – Arusha Declaration – dealt with corruption  

 literacy increased/rural health care 

 Africanisation – success i.t.o. language development/arts and culture developed 

 But:  

– people discontent – economic hardships 

– reliance on foreign aid 

– TANU: Tanzania a single-party state  

  [30] 
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THEME  CIVIL SOCIETY PROTESTS 1950s TO 1970s 

 

QUESTION 5 

 

Explain how the Black Panthers contributed to the fight for racial equality in the United States of 

America in the 1960s and 1970s by answering the following questions: 

 

(a) What led to the formation of the Black Panthers in the northern states of the United States? 

 

 Civil Rights Movement promoted and fought for racial equality but primarily in the 

southern states  

 But:  

– Northern states largely ignored 

– Anti-segregation legislation passes yet attitudes remain and inequality in job 

opportunities/housing remain/inequality before the law 

– Civil Rights methods too slow/little progress made (Our Freedom Can't Wait – 

newspaper headline) 

– Radicalisation of fight for racial equality seen to be the answer  

– Police brutality still evident 

– African-American communities in the North live in poverty: creation of 'ghettoes' in 

many major cities 

– Little access to health care/education, etc. 

– Job opportunities limited for African-Americans in northern cities 

  

(b)  What methods did the Black Panthers use in the fight for racial equality in the United States 

in the 1960s and 1970s? 

 

Black Power Movement: 

 June 1966, solitary march of James Meredith – later shot – march taken up by SNCC 

 Malcolm X becomes the 'face' of the BCM  

 Forced authorities to arrest them – flood the prisons 

 'Policed the Police' 

 Visible presence in ghettoes – 'by any means necessary' 

– Living conditions – ghettoes poverty/crime stricken 

o Self-help schemes: schools, feeding programmes (as in source) 

– Jobs 

o Equal opportunity 

– Wages 

– End racial discrimination in society 

o Police brutality 

o Legal representation in law courts 

 Rise of the Black Panthers 

– Militant group: visibly armed 

– Willing to meet violence with violence – 'By any means necessary' 
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(c) How successful were the Black Panthers in their fight for racial equality in the United States 

in the 1960s and 1970s? 

 

 Newspapers, speeches – successful – publicity good, wins some support among northern 

African Americans – read by Newton & Seale, Carmichael – successful as ... Unwilling 

to work with whites – controversial, support lost – divisions. Calls for arms/militant as 

self-defence – successful – but loses white and government support 

 Black Pride – Black Power brought greater pride and confidence in being black, which 

should impact positively … African Americans no longer prepared to be treated as 

second-class citizens – positive … brought greater awareness of black culture and 

achievements – positive … Malcolm X great inspiring 

 Belief in separatism and venom directed towards whites – negative – led to fundamental 

divisions. King, SCLS, NAACP could not accept new philosophy that undermined what 

they had been doing. Lacked support so negative 

 Belief in violence – negative as passive resistance had been crucial in winning support 

and legislation so far, so again, divisions occur. Riots 1965-67 further lost white liberal 

and government support, so negative. Did not have huge support, so negative … Black 

Panther Party – armed and militaristic  

 Black Power not united themselves – negative – more of a slogan. Precise aims 

uncertain between different Black Power groups. Carmichael often changed his views 

causing confusion and so negative … BPP more radical. Social and economic demands 

– negative – difficult for government to grant due to Vietnam and loss of support. 

Malcolm X brought to forefront – others adopt 

 FBI investigations: undermined credibility – links to crime and gangsterism 

 Shift of focus to Vietnam War in the late 1960s 

 Late 1970s – lost momentum 

  [30] 
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THEME  CIVIL RESISTANCE IN SOUTH AFRICA 1970s AND 1980s 

 

QUESTION 6 

 

Explain how the UDF put pressure on the South African government in the 1980s by answering the 

following questions: 

 

(a) What led to the formation of the UDF in 1983? 

 Stands for United Democratic Front 

 Increased internal resistance post-1976 

 Mass black urbanisation – increased unemployment/discontent 

 Early reforms fail: Bantu Authorities Act – fuels resistance  

 Trade Unions unbanned – become grounds for political protest 

 ANC-in-exile calls to make townships ungovernable – rolling mass action 

 Increase in marches and boycotts  

 Police/army – increased brutal response to resistance, Botha and government attempt to 

appease with reforms 

 1982 – proposal for tricameral parliament put to white referendum – enacted in 1983 

(three houses for whites/coloureds/Indians – blacks excluded), creation of Exec State 

Presidency, own affairs departments, etc.  

 Anger and frustration – failure to gain support – increase in resistance 

 Trade unions, churches, civics, etc. (500 organisations) mobilise under umbrella of 

United Democratic Front: August 1983, Mitchells Plain – adopts Freedom Charter 

  

(b)  What tactics did the UDF use to protest against Apartheid? 

 Petitions 

– Million Signature  

 Campaigns 

– Don't Vote Campaign 

 Organisation of: 

– marches/strikes against Apartheid 

– boycotts 

 Used posters (as in source) 

 

(c) How successful was the UDF in achieving its aims? 

 

 Don't Vote Campaign – low voter turnout – referendum credibility undermined 

 Million Signature – raised awareness – benefits of mass resistance 

 Unified opposition to tricameral parliament and government – promoted popular 

uprising – heeded calls by the ANC 

 Marches/strikes/boycotts undermined the government and businesses 

– Pressure to change 

 BUT  

– UDF banned 1988 – replaced by MDM – resistance continued 

    [30] 

 

30 marks 

 

    Total: 100 marks 


