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MARKING GUIDELINES

Time: 3 hours 100 marks

These marking guidelines are prepared for use by examiners and sub-examiners,
all of whom are required to attend a standardisation meeting to ensure that the
guidelines are consistently interpreted and applied in the marking of candidates'
scripts.

The IEB will not enter into any discussions or correspondence about any marking
guidelines. It is acknowledged that there may be different views about some
matters of emphasis or detail in the guidelines. It is also recognised that,
without the benefit of attendance at a standardisation meeting, there may be
different interpretations of the application of the marking guidelines.
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The Marking Guidelines are to be used in conjunction with the Generic Level
Descriptors.

QUESTION 1 COMPREHENSION
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The tone is disappointed and defeated. It can also be seen as sincere. The editors
had hoped for a different outcome and are reluctant to give in. Other interpretations
are possible, e.g. convincing or even defensive and upset.

They wanted to create an open community where people could share ideas. They
value talent, intelligence, ideas and debate. From their statement that ‘all were
welcome' it is clear that they are not judgmental and they value unity.

It is an online (electronic) community. Members are considered to be citizens (or to
belong and share a common identity).

1.4.1 Someone who is passionate about their opinions or who makes a living by
sharing opinions (similar). Only %2 mark awarded for someone with an
opinion.

1.4.2 The definition of —ista states that it is usually negative. In this sense, it
would be a strange job title, but they seem to take pride in the title. It could
be because of their role as mavericks who challenge the norms and provoke
a response through expressing opinions.

The word 'painstakingly' reveals the care and attention given and the extent to
which the business matters to them. It is more than just a business, it is a ‘legacy
brand', which means that they want to build something lasting, with an untarnished
reputation.

They argue that they own the website and therefore the access to it. There is no
automatic right to comment. There are many other forums on the Internet where
people may express their ideas freely.

Paragraph 4 is very formal and sophisticated. The sentences are long and complex.
Paragraph 5 is much more informal, even colloquial. The message is stated using
short, simple words, and repetitive sentence structure for emphasis. It is more
emotive. Paragraph 4 intends to provide a sophisticated intellectual argument,
whereas paragraph 5 is more personal and direct or emotive. They both intend to
persuade but use different approaches.

The inverted commas indicate that the concept is not fixed; there is not actually one
finite truth. Or it shows that people are referring to the concept.
[Award 2 marks for a full answer well explained.]
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QUESTION 2
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SUMMARY

Global marking, giving credit for concise and coherent sentences expressed in the
candidate's own words.

Very Good Good Average Below Average | Very Weak
10 8 6Y2 5 3
9 Y2 6 4% 2
8Y2 7 5% 4 1

Very Good: Candidates producing a very good summary, which has adhered to all
instructions, will demonstrate that they can successfully select relevant information from
the different parts of the texts. Candidates will expertly synthesise that information to suit
the new context and fulfil the specific requirements of the summary task. The register will
be consistently appropriate, and the summary will stand alone as a successful, cohesive
text. Expression will be excellent and will demonstrate a mastery of the language. Full and
coherent sentences will be used resulting in a well-crafted, stylistically superior text. A
summary in this category that exceeds the word limit can be awarded a maximum of
9 marks.

Good: A candidate producing a good summary will be able to discern which aspects of the
texts are relevant, and will be able to synthesise these and convey them in his/her own
words. The summary will successfully meet the requirements specified in the
instructions. Candidates will use the appropriate register and this will be well sustained
throughout the summary. The expression in such summaries will demonstrate clarity that is
not evident in the average summary. Full and coherent sentences will be used and will be
well sustained throughout the summary. A summary in this category that exceeds the word
limit can be awarded a maximum of 7 marks.

Average: A candidate producing an average summary will demonstrate an ability to
discern which aspects of the texts are relevant and will be able to put these into his/her own
words most of the time. There may be instances of lifting or lapses that indicate faulty
selection, the incorrect emphasis, or difficulty with synthesis. The register will mostly be
appropriate for the task although minor lapses may occur. Expression will be merely
competent and there may be lapses in the construction of full sentences. A summary in this
category that exceeds the word limit can be awarded a maximum of 5% marks.

Below Average: A candidate producing a below average summary will demonstrate an
ability — some of the time — to discern which parts of the texts are relevant but may not be
able to put this into his/her own words effectively. In some instances, large sections of the
original texts will be lifted and reproduced. It is likely that the register will not be
appropriate or that the new text will not meet the requirements of the task. Expression is
likely to be flawed but will not impede understanding. A summary in this category that
exceeds the word limit can be awarded a maximum of 4 marks.

Very Weak: Summaries in this category will show extremely limited — if any —
understanding of the texts. This will be evident through an inability to select appropriate
parts of the text to summarise or through excessive cutting and pasting. Register will not be
appropriate. Expression is likely to be poor, impeding understanding.

e Stop reading from 10 words over the word count.
e Subtract 1 mark if no word count is provided or if an inexcusably inaccurate word count has
been provided.
e Penalise from 94 words.
[10]
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QUESTION 3 SEEN POETRY
3.1 It suggests that the troops were made up of very different individuals and each had

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

different reasons for joining the war.

The tone is one of regret conveying that there was much to be learnt while fighting in
war but these lessons were harsh and took time. It emphasises that these lessons would
ensure that they did not return from war the same people they were when they left.

The image is a metaphor. (1) The use of 'eye-deep' and 'hell' suggests that they
cannot escape the hellishness that is war and are surrounded by it or immersed in it.
It adds to the horror of the brutality of war and the sense of being overwhelmed.
They may as well be dead already as this is like being in ‘hell'. (2)

It is constructed as a single-line because it highlights the significance of the
courage and strength required of these young men.

He is critical of war because of the profound effect it has on the soldiers who were
conscripted to fight. Line 25 speaks of the disillusions in contrast to the patriotic
lies they had been told. The reference to 'hysterias' and ‘trench confessions' implies
the level of madness that men were reduced to because of their horrific experiences.
‘Laughter out of dead bellies' is linked to the hysteria from the previous line and
also emphasises the strong bonds forged between soldiers who were having to cope
with the deaths of their friends all the time.

[Not all of these elements are required. For 3 marks, identify the speaker's attitude
(1) and make close reference to two supporting details. (2)]

The mood is one of melancholy and disillusionment because of the horrors that are
being experienced in the war in "These fought in any case' and because of humanity
turning away from God or Faith in 'Dover Beach'. The similarity lies in the loss of
belief in former certainties and the sense of profound disillusionment. The line
structure in Pound's poem is short, repetitive phrases with lots of commas, which
emphasises how cynical and overwhelmed the young men feel. The sentence
structure or line construction in Arnold's poem is long, making use of enjambment
and is linked to the reflective or contemplative mood. In both poems there is
desolation, but it is conveyed very differently.

QUESTION 4 UNSEEN POETRY

4.1

4.2

4.3
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It is an atmosphere of insecurity and feeling that things are fragile and make no
sense. The 'eggshell nature of things' adds to this sense of everything being
precarious. The vivid imagery conveyed in "The red pools, the Jackson Pollock
zigzags' emphasises that these images are haunting, disjointed and confusing. The
use of commas to convey single ideas provides some indication of just how much
has happened (an overwhelming list of impressions). The use of the colon
introduces the vividness of the imagery.

The enjambment creates a sense of just how the darkness envelops them and the
continued sentence suggests that it cannot be escaped.

The speaker acknowledges that an event such as a bomb blast has a way of putting
life into perspective ‘everything we need to know'. His conclusion is that life is
fragile and unpredictable — nothing is certain and in a sense he is fatalistic about that
(the image of the house of cards). The two essentials or certainties are physical needs
and emotional connections/relationships. It is interesting that these two aspects are
given equal importance. We need love as much as we need food in order to survive.
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4.4

Just as 'as paint on canvas (is) fixed' the images of the Boston bombing will be
etched in photographs and minds forever. The horror is described in the first seven
lines of Boston Bombing and depicted in the photograph. However, the photograph
gives us a superficial view of events and does not give us insight into the victims
and their experiences. Just as anyone that reads words, or views images attaches
his/her own interpretation to events, so too do we consider different aspects of the
image of the Boston Bombings and ask our own questions regarding events, the
victims and also the perpetrators and their motives. This gives the image its own
life and can be linked to the idea from A Poem is a Painting that 'it's in the spaces
between the poem is quickened.'

QUESTION 5

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4
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Women are positioned as being disempowered if they do not exercise their right to
vote. This is conveyed through the muzzle that emphasises her forced silence as
well as her facial expression, which suggests her sense of sadness at the position in
which she finds herself. The volume signs on either side of the text emphasises that
women are accountable for being heard. 'Only you can silence yourself' suggests
that if women do not have a voice, it is because they have made the decision not to
vote and thus are responsible for their disempowerment.

[The answer does not need to include all of the above details but should make
reference to more than one element of the visual and successfully link it to the verbal.]

The pronoun positions the reader to be accountable. It encourages women readers
to remember that the power is in their hands.

5.3.1 You must be heard by them.

[Award 1 mark for 'you must' and 1 mark 'be heard'. The 'by them' could
conceivably be left out.]

5.3.2 Anargument can be made for either option.

The passive voice is probably more effective because it foregrounds "You'
and ensures that women realise that it is their responsibility to be heard.

[Award up to 1% marks for a good argument that supports the active voice.]

5.4.1 The use of the image of shoes linked to the heading — '‘Make them wear your
shoes' — reinforces the need for the issues that single mothers face: to be
understood by politicians. They need empathy for the situation in which
they find themselves and need to ensure that their vote will be given to a
candidate who will assist them with their unique needs. The shoes can be
considered ordinary, which suggests that the women in these situations lead
ordinary lives in which they are trying to cope.

5.4.2 The register is informal/colloquial so that it appeals to all women. The
simple vocabulary makes the message clear and accessible for all women
who are in a similar position. It makes the writers seem to be allies who
understand them. It positions women to believe that their vote will make a
difference and will result in their lives being better. Possible examples that
can be quoted and explained: 'They don't understand what it's like to be a
woman on your own' suggests that women are not being heard because
politicians cannot empathise with their situation. 'It's time to elect people
who do understand' reinforces that women have rights and need to exercise
them by voting for the candidate who is their preferred choice.
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5.5

5.6

5.7

It is a grammatically complete sentence. The subject is implied and the finite verb
is 'vote'.

[Award marks for the explanation — the presence of a finite verb is key.]

The construction of Sentence A puts emphasis on how many women did not make
use of their vote in the 2000 elections. The source is less important, the number is
more shocking. Sentence B foregrounds that these are the statistics from the US
Census. It may cause readers to question the validity of the figures with which they
are being presented, or to have more faith in them. It sounds more official, whereas
sentence A sounds more emotive.

Women are positioned as disempowered in each of the advertisements and their
views are silenced. This is represented in the muzzling in Text 3, which emphasises
that women's voices are not valued and they are not heard. Text 4 highlights that
single women are not being given any attention and that their plight will continue if
there is no politician to address their concerns. The first advertisement is more
effective because of the shocking visual message that women are disempowered
and silenced. It also shows that women will remain disempowered unless they
choose to exercise their vote.

[The answer could argue that Text 4 is more effective and provide a sound and
convincing argument].

QUESTION 6

6.1

6.2

6.3
6.4

6.5

The humour lies in the comparison between choosing a mosquito — which is
irritating — out of a swarm and selecting one politician from a group of politicians.
The character (Aunty Acid) suggests that one is no better than the other.

6.2.1 Omission of apostrophe in can't.

6.2.2 The irony lies in a poster that is advocating voting out 'stupid’ but has
omitted the apostrophe, and uses such informal register or slang, suggesting
that the person who made the poster is stupid.

[Only one element needs to be addressed. As long as the understanding of
irony is evident in the answer, award full marks].

The government.

Text 6 is optimistic. It believes that citizens have power and are often superior to
politicians. They can judge, criticise and effect change if they stand together. Text 7
is much more cynical and pessimistic. The government has all the power. If they
were in any way threatened by the people's vote, they would simply overrule it.
Text 7 suggests that citizens are helpless.

The rhetorical question creates a sense of amazement/disbelief at war being given
preference over feeding the poor. It questions the logic of such a decision. The tone
of amazement and the implied criticism is effectively conveyed through the choice
of the rhetorical question.
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Total: 100 marks
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