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INTRODUCTION 
 
In the CAT A preparatory tasks, you explored different perspectives on the rise of the current 
student movement in South Africa. 2015 ended with the much publicised and controversial 
#FeesMustFall demonstrations across university campuses in South Africa. The voices of South 
African students brought the social and economic extremes of South Africa into focus. Many South 
Africans voiced different perspectives on this issue. 
 

 
[<http://www.mahala.co.za/culture/circulating-knowledge-feesmustfall> (Accessed: 10 August 2016)] 
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SECTION A SHORT QUESTIONS 
 
QUESTION 1 
 
SOURCE 1 
 

 
(CNN) – An unprecedented movement of student activism has been sweeping South African 
university campuses and cities, culminating in a march on the historic Union Buildings on Friday, 
23 October, the seat of the South African government. Not since the Soweto Uprising of 1976 
have this many youth arisen to demand the right to quality and accessible education. 
 
The students have won their demand of a 0% increase in tuition fees, with planned fee increases 
of up to 11,5%, at the heart of the protests. However, as ongoing demonstrations prove, the 
students' demands have been deeper than this. They have called for the 'decolonization' and 
'transformation' of higher education institutions and the insourcing of outsourced workers (mostly 
cleaning, security and support staff, often the most vulnerable workers). 
 

[<edition.cnn.com/2015/10/27/africa/fees-must-fall-student-protest-south-africa-explainer>  
(Accessed: 10 August 2016)] 

 
Glossary:  
unprecedented: unknown or unfamiliar 
culminating: bringing to completion 
insourcing: the practice of using an organisation's own staff or other resources to accomplish a task 
outsourced: different companies reduce costs by transferring portions of work to outside suppliers 

 
 
1.1 According to Source 1, why were the students protesting? Name THREE reasons. 
 

  
 
  
 
  
 
  (3) 
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1.2 Describe two ways in which you believe universities could be transformed. 
 

  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  (4) 
 

 
SOURCE 2 
 

 
[<www.ecr.co.za/news-sport/news/feesmustfall-protest-placards>  

(Accessed: 10 August 2016)]  
 
 
1.3 Quote a sentence from Source 1 that supports the protestor’s message shown in 

Source 2. 
 

  
 
  (2) 

 
 
1.4 Write a slogan for a protest banner in support of the #FeesMustFall campaign. 
 

  
 
  (2) 
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SOURCE 3 
 

 
[<ewn.co.za//media/F62E9E52C769474EBB2AE2AB14B77968. 

ashx?h=651&w =694> (Accessed: 10 August 2016)]  
 
1.5 According to Source 3, why is the student able to attend university? Explain your 

answer in two sentences.  
 

  
 
  
 
  
 
  (2) 

 [13] 
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QUESTION 2 
 
SOURCE 4 
 

 
[<twitter.com/kwirirayi/status/761958541016039424> (Accessed: 09 August 2016)] 

 
Glossary: 
unis: universities 
in the red: experiencing the situation of spending more money than you earned 

 
 
SOURCE 5 
 

 
[<twitter.com/RomanCabanac/status/764877500212273152> (Accessed: 09 August 2016)] 

 
2.1 According to Source 4, what impact has the #FeesMustFall protests had on 

universities? 
 

  
 
  
 
  (2) 

 
2.2 Examine Source 5. Why might academics be 'afraid for their jobs'? 
 

  
 
  (1)  
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2.3 Source 4 and Source 5 display two different perspectives on the #FeesMustFall 
protests. Identify and describe each of these perspectives. 

 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  (4) 

[7] 
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QUESTION 3 
 
SOURCE 6 
 

 
 
What happens in the next week or two could determine whether your children and grandchildren 
will have respectable universities to go to in the future, or any university at all. The minister of 
higher education is expected to announce next year's fee increase that will apply to all 26 public 
universities. 
 
In the heat of the student protests last year, President Jacob Zuma announced a 0% fee increase 
for this year and since then no university has dared to declare their fee structures for next year for 
fear of unleashing more student protests that will unhinge the rest of the academic year. 
 
The public universities are in serious crisis, and the public served by these institutions had better 
take note. If, as widely expected, the minister announces a fee increase far below the actual 
expenditure of each university, these institutions will hobble their way into the 2017 academic 
year. 
 
If, as also expected, students protest in response to the announcement and, as some promised, 
'shut down the universities' and 'make 2017 a gap year', then it is over. As one vice-chancellor 
put it: 'We might well have universal access to poor-quality higher education.' 
 
Student leaders speak for students. Unions speak for workers. Staff associations speak for 
academics. But, asked another vice-chancellor: 'Who speaks for the university?' Institutions that 
were built up over decades, sometimes over a century, are crumbling before our eyes without a 
whimper from the public. Maybe it is because the general public does not grasp the indispensable 
role of a university in public life. When a country loses its universities, it loses self-respect. 
 
This does not mean that there are no buildings collectively called 'the university'. You can have 
buildings and students and lecturers and timetable, but that does not make a place of higher 
learning. If there is no money to pay staff or upgrade facilities or hire the best professors or invest 
in research and development or generate innovations in quality teaching, then the mere shuffling 
around of people inside buildings hardly counts as a university. Another 0% fee increase will 
mean the beginning of the end for public universities worthy of that name in South Africa. As the 
silent public watching this coming train wreck, you cannot say that you were not warned.  

— The Times 
[<www.rdm.co.za/politics/2016/08/04/another-0-university-fee-increase-will-be-the-beginning-of-the-end>  

(Accessed: 10 August 2016)] 
 
  

http://www.timeslive.co.za/thetimes/2016/08/04/The-Big-Read-Varsities-head-for-train-smash
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3.1 The text suggests that, in planning for 2017, universities need to consider two 
conflicting challenges. Briefly describe each of these challenges in two sentences. 

 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  (2) 

 
 
3.2 Why are fees so important for universities? Describe three reasons.  
 

  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  (3) 

 
 
3.3 According to a vice-chancellor in paragraph 4, what may be the challenge of 

'universal access' to universities in South Africa? Write the answer in your own 
words.  

 
  
 
  
 
  (2) 

 
 
3.4 In paragraph 5, the author suggests that 'the general public does not grasp the 

indispensable role of a university in public life'. In your opinion, what is the role of 
the university in public life? Describe three different aspects of this role. 

 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  (3) 

[10] 
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QUESTION 4 
 
SOURCE 7 
 
'South Africa: Fees Must Fall protests prove post-Apartheid "born free generation" is a 
myth' 
By Deshnee Subramany (Johannesburg. October 28, 2015) 
 
The concept of a 'born-free' – that someone is born without any attachments to old legalised 
racism and inequality – does not exist in South Africa. The changes needed to reform wealth 
and learning are real and require the continued efforts of successive generations. 
 
Students will no longer accept paying back loans for 20 years after they have started working. 
They cannot afford to work and study at the same time as the poorer you are, the further away 
you live and work from centres of learning, as determined by apartheid, which persists today. 
 
There are students who are up at 3 am to get to campus on time, and get home at 9 pm 
because they cannot afford rent at residences, plus groceries. South Africa's poor are 
overwhelmingly black. 
 
Ideas of inequality are not set in stone in South Africa. This was demonstrated clearly when 
police were brought in at the University of Cape Town, one of the more wealthy tertiary 
institutions. The Rhodes Must Fall movement asked white allies at the university to step 
forward and protect black students from arrest and attack by forming a human shield around 
them. They did so and police did not fire rubber bullets on those students. 
 
It was striking proof of how black people are still treated in this country versus white people, 
and at the same time demonstrated that some white alleged born-frees understand these 
inequalities and the need for decolonisation and equality better than their parents ever will. 
[<www.ibtimes.co.uk/south-africa-fees-must-fall-protests-prove-post-apartheid-born-free-generation-myth-1526059> 

(Accessed: 9 August 2016)] 
 
4.1 Explain in your own words what is meant by the term 'born-frees'. 
 

  
 
  (2) 

 
4.2 How might living away from the university residences and having to travel far 

distances negatively affect students? Describe two consequences. 
 

  
 
  
 
  

 
  
 
  
 
  (4) 

 
  

http://citizen.co.za/827670/uct-protesters-call-for-white-human-shield/
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4.3 According to the author, how are black and white people treated differently in South 
Africa? 

 
  
 
  
 
  (2) 

 
4.4 Why are white 'born-frees' different from their parents? 
 

  
 
  
 
  (2) 

 [10] 
 

40 marks 
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SECTION B  DISCURSIVE ESSAY 
 
The previous four questions have exposed you to different perspectives on #FeesMustFall and how 
inequality has an impact on these perspectives. Throughout your engagement with 'perspectives' in 
CAT Part A in your Life Orientation classes, you have: 
 
• reflected on what life factors influence your perspective 
• examined how your reality may differ from the reality of others 
• become more sensitive to the complexity of multiple perspectives, none of which is more 

important than the other. 
 
 
Study the following quote and image and answer the essay question below. 
 
SOURCE 8 
 
 
 
Education as a public good should be 
regarded as essential to the development 
of citizens in a democratic society. 
Education can help to reconceptualise the 
goals of a socially just society. The goal of 
public quality education is to bring all of 
society into the process of social 
transformation. It involves both those 
who are wealthy and those in poverty.  

[<mg.co.za/article/2016-01-28-quality-free-university-education-is-necessary-and-possible>  
(Accessed: 16 August 2016)] 

 
QUESTION 5 
 
ESSAY 
 
Taking into account the relevant perspectives reflected in the sources in Section A and Section 
B of this paper, as well as your own perspective, answer the following question: 
 
Do you support the South African students' call for fee-free university education? 
 
Answer this question in an essay of between 500 and 600 words. 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  



NATIONAL SENIOR CERTIFICATE: LIFE ORIENTATION (CAT) – PART B – SUPPLEMENTARY Page 12 of 14 
 

IEB Copyright © 2016 
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   [30] 
 

30 marks 

 
Total: 70 marks 


