
IEB Copyright © 2019 PLEASE TURN OVER 

  
 
 
 
 

NATIONAL SENIOR CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION 
NOVEMBER 2019 

 
 
 

TAMIL SECOND ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE: PAPER II 
MARKING GUIDELINES 

 
Time: 2 hours   100 marks 
 

 

These marking guidelines are prepared for use by examiners and sub-examiners, 

all of whom are required to attend a standardisation meeting to ensure that the 

guidelines are consistently interpreted and applied in the marking of candidates' 

scripts. 

 

The IEB will not enter into any discussions or correspondence about any marking 

guidelines. It is acknowledged that there may be different views about some 

matters of emphasis or detail in the guidelines. It is also recognised that, 

without the benefit of attendance at a standardisation meeting, there may be 

different interpretations of the application of the marking guidelines. 
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SECTION A 
 
QUESTION 1 
 
Essay Writing 
Guidelines on marking essays. 
 
              – steps 
 
Step 1 
Introduction – the essay must have a good introduction to link up with the content. 
 
Step 2 
The content must bring out good ideas and thoughts. Sentences must be clear and linked 
to similar ideas. A thought or idea must be completed before the next thought or idea is 
discussed. As many good sentences as possible must be written. There must be no 
repetition of ideas and sentences. 
 
Step 3 
Good conclusion is required to complete the essay. 
 
Step 4 
Credit must be given for style and originality. 
 
Step 5 
Each paragraph should discuss a separate idea or thought. 
 
Step 6 
Good vocabulary and grammatically correct sentences are required in the essay. 
 
Mark allocation: 
 
1. Introduction (                   ) = 5 
 
2. Content (                    ) = 20 
 
3. Conclusion (             ) = 5 
 
Further guidelines: 
 
Excellent – all aspects.  =  80–100% 
Very good attempt – all round. =  70–79% 
Good effort – few errors.  =  60–69% 
Very satisfactory – good expression. =  50–59% 
Moderate effort – few spelling errors; satisfactory expression. =  40–49% 
Fair – grammatical and spelling errors; expression poor. =  30–39% 
Poor effort – many spelling errors. =  20–29% 
Weak to very weak – poor expression; too many grammatical and spelling 
errors.     =  0–19% 
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SECTION B 
 
QUESTION 2 
 
2.1 Letter 
 
 (a) Format: Address 
   Date  
 
   (friend's name) 
 
 (b) Introduction: enquiring on general, e.g. "How your friend is?" etc. 
 
 (c) Content: 8–10 simple sentences on your pet. 
   Sentences to be correct. 
   What type of pet, name, colour. 
   Verbs will be at the end of sentences. 
 
 (d) Conclusion: awaiting reply from your friend. 
 
 (e)  
  Your name. 
 
 
2.2 SMS 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
2.3 Advert – Grocery Shop 
 Simple words:    
 
 
 
 Draw and label 7 items  
 
  
 

    
 
 
2.4 Shorten the passage – 12–15 words. 
 Write short sentences, bringing out the essence of the short story. 
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SECTION C 
 
QUESTION 3 
 
3.1 Answer the questions. 
 
 3.1.1 Any three from the following: 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 3.1.2  
 

     (Any 3) 
 
 3.1.3   (Any 2) 
 
 3.1.4  
 

     (Any 2) 
 
3.2 Plural 
 
 3.2.1   
 
 3.2.2    

 
 3.2.3    

 
 3.2.4    
 
 3.2.5    
 
3.3 Opposites 
 
 3.3.1   
 
 3.3.2   

 
 3.3.3    
 
 3.3.4   
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3.4 Opposite Gender 
 
 3.4.1   
 
 3.4.2   

 
 3.4.3   

 
 3.4.4   
 
 
3.5 Combining words 
 
 3.5.1    

 
 3.5.2    

 
 3.5.3    
 
 3.5.4    
 
 
3.6 Write in English 
 
 3.6.1 Rain 
 
 3.6.2 In the Village 
 
 3.6.3 Prayer 
 
 3.6.4 People 
 
 3.6.5 Leader(s) 
 
 
3.7 Write correctly 
 
 3.7.1    

 
 3.7.2    
 
 3.7.3    

 
 3.7.4    
 
 
3.8 Choose the correct word 
 
 3.8.1   

 
 3.8.2   
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3.9 Past tense 
 
 3.9.1   
 
 3.9.2   
 
 
3.10 Choose the odd word 
 

   
 
      Total: 100 marks 


